



Overview: Read-Think-Talk-Write Cycle

Let the text do
the teaching

Set a purpose for reading
and provide time for students

to think about the text

Help students deepen
their understanding of
text through discourse

Writing to learn
and learning to
write

Compelling text is
positioned as the expert
Focus questions set the
purpose for reading
Students return to the
text multiple times
within close
reading/close read
alouds as they grapple,
read actively, and
search for evidence

Prompts are prepared
and scaffolded to
promote higher-order
thinking
Processing time is
provided before
discussion protocols
so that students can
play with ideas and
develop arguments
Total participation
techniques are used

Total participation 
 techniques, discussion
protocols, expert groups,
conversation partners,
and writing buddies are
used
Students orally process
and rehearse
communication, trying
out ideas and language
Ideas are shared,
students build off of
ideas from their peers,
and clarify
misconceptions

Writing to learn happens
through annotation of
the text, determination of
the gist, graphic
organizers, and short
responses
Writing brings students
back to the text to locate
and synthesize evidence
Students demonstrate
knowledge through on-
demand writing prompts
and scaffolded and
collaborative writing
tasks


